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Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come 
 

     Perhaps no book in the Bible fascinates people more than Revelation. Yet relatively few people 
have studied the book, especially from a Catholic perspective. Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come is an 
intriguing Bible study that shows how the kingdom established by Christ in this Church is intimately con-
nected with the kingdom of  heaven. 

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH will begin an  

eleven-week Bible study  

Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come  

Thursdays at 6:30pm  

in lower Xavier Hall.  

     Participants will meet every week to view an engaging video presentation followed by a time of 

lively group discussion and fellowship.   In this intriguing look at one of the most talked-about books in 

Scripture, Jeff Cavins  explores Revelation to demonstrate how the kingdom established by Christ in his 

Church is intimately connected with the kingdom of heaven, especially through the celebration of the 

Mass.  

     You will learn what all the mysterious figures and images of Revelation present, as well as what will 

happen during the Second Coming of Christ, what has already happened, and what is happening now in 

salvation history. 

 

For more information or to register,  

contact Bill Harper at 618-457-4556 or sfxpa@clearwave.com. 

Saint FRANCIS XAVIER 

 

 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 1, 2020 

STAFF 

       Mass SCHEDULE 

STAFF  

  Sacramental LIFE 



 

 

 

 

       
 You won’t be able to read this until Sunday, but I am writing it on Ash Wednesday, a day 

when our thoughts are dominated by ideas of sin, unworthiness, and the mercy of God. 
Today’s readings serve as a sort of flashback to how humanity got into this mess and how 
God, in his loving kindness, provided a way for us to get back into right relationship with Him. 

     I suspect that many homilies today echo the reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
Because of the weakness of Adam, humanity was sentenced to a life of sin that will 
necessarily end in death. Because of the loving sacrifice of Jesus, despite our on-going 
tendency to sin, our own end is no longer death but eternal life with Jesus in heaven. Our 
gospel reading, however, does not consider ultimate fate, but, rather, temptation, a 
ubiquitous obstacle in the lives of all Christians. 

     Confronting temptation of many sorts is a universal human experience. Adam and Eve 
failed miserably when they faced their first temptation. Jesus, on the other hand, despite 
being weakened by forty days of fasting in the desert, does not appear to have had any 
difficulty resisting some very attractive temptations. If we are to have any hope of resisting 
temptation ourselves, we must seriously consider why it was that Jesus was able to resist 
temptation when Adam and Eve could not. 

     “Well, Jesus was God!,” you might be tempted to reply. I reject that as a cheap and 
easy answer. Such an answer to our particular question serves only to let us off the hook for 
trying to resist temptation in our own lives. Of course, Jesus is God, but He is also fully 
human; in the gospel presumably a hot, thirsty, and hungry human, and therefore a human 
vulnerable to the attraction of ease and immediate gratification. 

    What did Jesus do that Adam and Eve did not? He remembered the teachings of God 
and placed obeying God above everything else. Eve remembered God’s warning as well, but 
quickly dismissed it as of no value. In neither case is following the rules about legalism; it’s 
about living life in right relationship with God as He has articulated it through His teachings. 
When Jesus was tempted by the devil, he quoted very specific passages from Scripture that 
clearly showed the false promises made by the devil. 

     The lesson here seems to be that our greatest protection against temptation is to know 
God and value living in right relationship with Him. Considering how quickly Jesus was able to 
counter the devil’s lies with Scripture, it would appear that knowledge of Scripture was 
crucial to Jesus knowing God. 

    Therefore, this Lent I challenge you to become better acquainted with God by reading 

Scripture. It could make all the difference in your life.  

     

    Thoughts FROM... 

MEGA RAFFLE—April 3, 2020 
Grand Prize—$100,000 

Tickets are $100—only 5,000 tickets will be sold and over 40 prizes will be award-
ed.  In all,  over $140,000 in cash will be given away .  Early bird Drawings will be on February 
7th and March 6th. Buy 2 tickets and get 1 free entry; buy 3 and get 2 free entries; buy 5 and 
get 5 free entries. Up to 10 people can purchase tickets together.  Tickets are available in the 
gathering space of Church or in the parish office.   

 

Saint Andrew SCHOOL 

Office Open 9:00-4:00pm 

 

7:00pm RCIA 

Office Open 9:00-4:00pm 

6AM Men’s Rosary 

1:15pm Bible Study 

 5:15pm Mass,  

5:45pm Adoration &  

Reconciliation 

Office Open 9:00-4:00pm 

8:30am Women’s group 

 
7Pm Free cookies at Morris  

library 

Office Open 9:00-4:00pm 

1:15pm Book Club 

4:00pm –5:00pm  

Adoration 

 5:15pm Mass  

6:00pm  Food for thought 

Office Open 9:00-4:00pm 

 

5:00pm Stations of 

the Cross 
 

Office closed 

 

 

11:15pm Mass  

NO 5:15pm Mass  

(Spring Break) 

7pm Women’s Group 

 

 

… Dawn O’Leary 

 

 

Sunday, March 8th at 11:15am 
Mass Coordinator:   Katrina Renzaglia 
Ministers of the Word:    Jerry Bires 

     Sara Roth 
Minister of Hospitality:  Bill Patula 
    Host:  Sandie Beebe 
    Cup 1: Amy Unfried 
    Cup 2: Gabriel Gohery 
    Cup 3: Tim Feather 
    Cup 4: Kelly Barr 
 

Mass Intention:  Shirley Davis  

All that you ask for in prayer, believe that you  will receive it  
and it shall be yours (Mark 11:24). 

Please join us in prayer for Larry Paskert,  Coleen McGrain,  the 
Family of Gordon Cheniae, Father Richard Mohr, Father Ken 
Schaefer,  Brian Bruce, the Family of Jennifer Lundsten,  Andra  and 
Gary Florer, Suzanne Harju, Mark Cornell, George and Carol Timson, 
Terry Silas, Antonio Henrique, Rebecca Cerven, the Newman Auxilia-
ry, the Knights of Columbus, and all in our community in need of 
prayer.   

Prayer INTENTIONS 

Liturgical MINISTERS 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way to support 
the Newman Center.  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 
smile.amazon.com and search for "Newman Center 
Carbondale." Select us as your preferred charity and  
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
purchases to us every time you shop.  Or, go directly to our 
AmazonSmile account at:  

smile.amazon.com/ch/37-1009377 

Enjoy a four-day, three-night stay at the Majestic 
Hallow Cabin in Townsend, Tennessee, just 5 minutes 
from the entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and within easy driving distance of many 
area attractions.  Your four-bedroom, two-bathroom 
luxury cabin sleeps up to twelve people and includes a 
fully equipped kitchen, laundry room, fire place, hot tub, 
game room, satellite TV, wifi internet, large yard with 
outdoor fire pit, and more. 
Reservations are available year 
round at your convenience 
(excluding major holidays)!  $10 
per chance or 3 for $25.  

Newman RAFFLE 

Newman CENTER 

Volunteers needed! 
If you would like to help a child read, your oppor-

tunity is here. Monday through Thursday, from 
3:30pm to 5. Contact Suzanne  

Bires or the office for more info. 

Help a child be successful ! 

 I can READ! 

 Catholic Social TEACHING 

JustFaith is program to help us live out our faith in our 
local communities in light of the Church's teachings on 
justice, social responsibility, and our baptismal call to love 
and serve those in need.  It was developed as a part of the 
U.S. Bishops' anti-poverty program, the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development.  It encourages us to deepen our 
faith, explore our sense of purpose, and gain a better 
understanding of how we can make important differences 
in our local community and the world. 

The Newman Center will begin hosting an 8-week 
session of JustFaith each Sunday after the 11:15am Mass, 
beginning on March 22nd.  A light lunch will be 
provided.  To register in advance, or for more information, 
please call the Newman Office at 529-3311 or 
email tim@siucnewman.org.  

       Lenten Soups 

Every Lent we serve 
soup after the 

11:15am Mass.  If you 
have a favorite soup 

and would like to 
serve it,  

Please sign up in the lobby.  

mailto:tim@siucnewman.org

